
United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Uaited Scares Patent and Trademark Office 
AMna: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Boa 1450 

AlcAtniria, ViipAts U313<t4S0 



APPLICATION NO. 


FILINQ DATE 


FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 


ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 


CONnRMATlONNO. ' 


10/633.722 


08/OS/3003 


Tomoo Atarashi 


116463 


5703 



23944 7590 09/26^005 

OLIFF & BERRIDGE. PLC 
P.O. BOX 19928 
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22320 



EXAMINER 



BOTTORFF. CHRISTOPHER 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



3618 

DATE MAILED: 09/26/2005 



Please find below and/or attached an OfTice communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO'^OC (Rev. 10/03) 





Application No. 


Appltcant(s) 




\ 

Office Action Summary ^ 


10/533,722 


ATARASHI ET AL. 


Examiner 

Christopher Bottorff * 


Art Unit 

3618 





~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 
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after SIX (€} MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (8) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

I) 13 Responsive to communicalion(s) filed on 28 June 2005 , 

2a)n This aclion is FilMAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in concjition for allowance except for fomial matters, prosecution as to the merits Is- 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. . 

Disposition of Claims 
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Attachment(s) 

1 ) S Notice of References Cited (PTO'892) 

2) D Notice of Oraftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-94a) 

3) H Information Disclosure Statemenl(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date e/5/o:? . 



4) D Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

5) D Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6) □ Other: . * 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Otflce 

PTOL-326 (Rev. 7-05) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 7 



Application/Control Number: 10/633,722 Page 2 

Art Unit: 3618 

DETAILED ACTION 

The amendment filed June 28, 2005 has been entered. Claims 7-18 are 
canceled. Claims 1-6 are pending, 

Election/Restrictions 

Applicant's election without traverse of invention I in the reply filed on June 28, 
2005 is acknowledged. 



Priority 

Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on August 5, 2003 was 
considered by the examiner 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

* 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to comply with 
the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not 



Application/Control Number: 10/633,722 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3618 

described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the invention. In 
particular, claim 5 requires the controller operation to occur in a "PI control." However, 
a "PI control" is not disclosed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. - 

Claims 1 , 4, and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Yamaguchi et al, US 5,823,281 and Sum! US 6,054,776. 

Yamaguchi et al. disclose a hybrid vehicle drive control apparatus comprising an 
electric generator 16 mechanically connected to an engine 1 1, a generator brake B, and 
a controller 41. See Figures 1 and 4. While engaging the generator brake, the 
controller decreases generator torque instantaneously rather than gradually. See 
column 12, lines 3-5. 

However, Sumi teaches the desirability of reducing torque gradually by 
performing a torque control, which necessarily involves controlling rotational speed. 
See column 13, lines 27-37. From the teachings of Sumi, decreasing the generator 
torque of Yamaguchi et al. gradually, rather than instantaneously, would have been 
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obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made. This would 
reduce shock in the system produced by rapid torque reduction. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 2 and 3 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Tabata et a!., Omote, Baumgaertner et al., and Aoki et al. 
disclose hybrid vehicle drive control systems. Carr et al. disclose a generator control 
system. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christopher Bottorff whose telephone number is (571 ) 
272-6692, The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Ellis can be reached on (571) 272-6914, The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Christopher Bottorff 



